
Dear Friends,

It doesn’t seem all that long ago we 
were starting another year, but here 
we are half-way through 2019! 
It has been an eventful year thus 
far, and we were given a potent 
reminder early in Holy Week 

of just how important liturgy and music are when 
we, along with the rest of the world, witnessed the 
devastating and tragic fire at Notre-Dame de Paris. 

Apart from grieving that terrible loss of history, 
art and architecture; there was the loss of a vibrant 
liturgical centre and the pain and uncertainty for those 
who work and worship there. It also put me in mind 
of the fragility of our own place of worship, and 
reminded me of how fortunate we are to be able to 
worship in such a unique place as St Francis’. Using 
the Notre-Dame fire as a starting point, Fr Ben Ho’s 
homily on Holy Thursday (which is reproduced in 
this newsletter) offers further food for thought.

So far this year the choir has continued to present 
a rich and varied program of music at the liturgy. 
Once again, the music for Holy Week provided many 
highlights including Weelkes’ rousing Hosanna 
to the Son of David, Bach’s moving Crucifixus 
and Dirksen’s spectacular Christ our Passover. 
Once again large crowds filled the church and the 
adjoining marquee for all the major ceremonies. It 
is so heartening to know that our music reaches and 
inspires so many people.

On Good Friday evening the choir presented 
Theodore Dubois’ Seven Last Words of Christ with 
soloists, Merlyn Quaife, Lyndon Green and Nathan 
Lay. While the 19th-century idiom of the music 

may sound old fashioned to some, many of those 
present said how moving they found this meditation 
on the Passion. Br. Luke Thorp began by presenting 
a thoughtful introduction on the music which we 
reproduce in this newsletter.

The Easter season was also full of musical delights 
including masses by Dvořák, Gretchaninov, Mawby 
and Saint-Saëns, culminating on Pentecost Sunday 
with Roger Heagney’s Mass for a Jubilee with 
brass. We look forward to celebrating the feast of 
Corpus Christi on Sunday, 23 June with Mozart’s 
ever-popular Sparrow Mass accompanied by the 
Symphonia of Melbourne. Details of the choir’s 
program for the second half of the year will soon be 
posted on the choir’s website.

While we are getting closer to moving back into our 
regular rehearsal space in the monastery hall, we still 
need to rehearse in the Pastoral Centre, or for bigger 
Masses on the roof level of the monastery. We are 
grateful to the SSS community and Sharma Saunders 
at the Pastoral Centre for their generous hospitality 
and understanding.

As we approach the end of another financial year, we 
would like to thank all the friends for their ongoing 
support – it is greatly appreciated. If you are in the 
position to make a tax-deductible donation to support 
the work of the choir we would be very grateful 
indeed.

All the members of the choir join with me in wishing 
you every blessing in the coming months,

Tony Way, Director of Music

Below: Pentecost Sunday
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In our world, we are inundated with 
words and noise. Words that seduce 
us or repulse us, words that give us 
courage or wound us and words 
that have become meaningless. 
We have a hard time discerning 
between useful words and 
becoming accustomed to words 
that are simply sounds that 
ring hollow. In all this noise 
we have become deaf to the 
Word of God. St John tells us 
that the Word became flesh, 
that we learn something of the 
very nature of God through the 
communication of Jesus.

Human beings are still fascinated 
by the last words spoken by great 
figures. What sage advice do they 
offer? What judgement on their 
lives do their words reveal? Do their 
words inspire or condemn us? Few 
of us manage anything that is remotely 
memorable or inspirational as we approach 
our own death. Death silences our words.  

Devotion to the seven last words, or rather the seven 
last recorded phrases of Jesus, grew in the early 
middle ages. People longed to know what insight, 
what courage or hope the words of the dying Jesus 
could offer. Christianity is a drama about words; God’s 
Word and our words. In the chaos of the crucifixion, 
the despair and the anguish, God dares to speak to us, 
but do we dare listen? If we do listen, we hear words 
of hope but also words that express our own fear of 

death and abandonment. The seven 
last words tell us that even the Word 
made flesh was not immune to 
such feelings. They are part and 
parcel of the human condition 
but we can take courage that 
our words are met with God’s 
promise: forgiveness for the 
wrongs we have done, Paradise 
when all is lost, hope when 
we despair and peace when all 
seems violent and broken.

Words have power. But words 
and music together have a 
particular power. While the 
words tell us something of God, 
music tells us of the beauty of 
God; it reaches into out very soul 

and enables those words to take 
root. Words and music together are 

a foretaste of the resurrection. They 
speak of the eternal beauty that is to 

come after the shock and scandal of 
the Cross. Dubois’ Seven Last Words are 

not simply a pious musical meditation on the 
suffering and anguish of Christ but rather an artistic 
expression about the anxiety death brings coupled 
with the strange beauty and peace that each of us 
seeks when we are confronted with our own mortality. 
Christ’s words reach to us in music. His words 
become our words. His hope is our hope.

As you can see from Tony’s 
report, we have all enjoyed a 
wonderful feast of Liturgical 
Music so far this year, and more 
is still to come. All this comes at 
a cost. Your continued financial 

support is so important in maintaining the high 
standards of our Choir. 

At this time in the financial year, some of you may be 
in a position to make a tax deductible donation. I urge 
you to consider making that donation to the Choir. 
I assure you that all monies received go towards 
defraying the costs involved in the purchase of music 
and the provision of soloists and orchestral players. 
Thank you in anticipation of your support.

Marilyn Jamieson

In Brief

Good Friday, 2019 
Introduction to Dubois’ Seven Last Words of Christ
Br. Luke Thorp, SSS

Cross and Sunset
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Two days ago, Australia woke to the sad news, that 
on the other side of the globe, a Catholic treasure, the 
cathedral of Notre Dame de Paris was up in flames. 
Pope Francis tweeted, “we wait for the sorrow 
inflicted by the serious damage to be transformed 
into hope with reconstruction.”

This cathedral belonged to more than the French. It 
belonged to more than the church. It evokes thoughts 
of God from the religious and non-religious alike. 
It has borne witness to the joys and tragedies of 
Paris for over eight centuries, outlasting kings and 
commanders, wars and revolution. While it brings 
faithful Catholics through its portals to get in touch 
with their roots, it also attracts tourists, individuals 
of other faiths (or of no faith), curious about the 
Cathedral’s art and history, its splendour and its 
mystery. It is easy to believe that very few leave 
untouched by the faith that imagined and built and 
kept this place alive through centuries. I felt that 
three years ago, after my own visit.

This fire tears at all our hearts. 

It reminds us of the vulnerability of our world, and 
the vulnerability that each experience brings. 

This evening, we are invited to share in the 
experiences of the disciples. It begins with the 
intimate sharing of a meal – one with many emotions.

Think of all the meals we ourselves have shared; 
some meals come with joy and celebration, while 
others have evoked silent togetherness, prayer, or 
tears. 

Let the motions touch our heart and run through our 
gut. Tonight, we eat and drink in remembrance. We 
let ourselves be fed with a food that will remain even 
after the table has been cleared.

We are also invited to come to the basin where we 
bare our feet to each other and to the water of Jesus’ 
love. In our call to this vulnerability, we remember 
to love one another just as he has loved us. We let 
ourselves be washed in a love that will remain even 
after the water has dried.

Finally, we are invited to be present in the darkness 
of the stripping of the altar. For all the times, we 
were left in fear, with grief, absent, isolated, and 
overwhelmed, Jesus was keeping us company.

Feu dans la charpente de Notre Dame
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Holy Thursday, 2019     Homily by Fr Ben Ho, SSS



But, what good is it if we only experience this in our 
heads?

The very core of tonight’s experience is summed up 
in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this: 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”. It is in our 
daily living that such experiences need to be acted out 
– to do this in memory of Him.

Last Thursday (11 April 2019), speaking at the 
closing session of a Vatican conference that examined 
the implementation of the Pastoral Orientations on 
Human Trafficking, Pope Francis described human 
trafficking as a most dramatic manifestation of 
commercialising the other. He said, “Those who are 
guilty of this crime damage not only others, but also 
themselves.”

He went on to praise women religious in particular, 
and all Catholics working to stop human trafficking 
and assist the victims. 

This evening, our annual Holy Thursday collection 
will go to ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious 
Against Trafficking in Humans). While we all eat 
and drink in remembrance, try to love another as 
Jesus taught us, we can all share in the darkness 
in of stripping humanity bare in the act of Human 
Trafficking.

As the French President Emmanuel Macron has told 
his nation, “We are a people of builders. We have 
so much to rebuild and we WILL rebuild.” We are 
invited this evening to rebuild humanity – and we 
WILL rebuild - doing it in memory of Christ.

Fr Ben Ho preaching on Holy Thursday

Pentecost Sunday



St Francis’ Choir. 
A brief history.

St Francis’ Choir gave its first performance on 23 
October 1845 at the official opening of St Francis’ 
Church, the first Catholic church of the infant colony 
and today, Melbourne’s oldest building. The erection 
of the church, designed by Samuel Jackson, had been 
an ecumenical project that took six years to complete. 
St Francis’ became the cathedral of Melbourne in 1848 
and remained so until the new St Patrick’s Cathedral 
was ready in 1869.

At the height of the Victorian era the choir was at the 
forefront of musical excellence in Melbourne with its 

own orchestra frequently combining with visiting opera 
companies and welcoming such famous artists as 
Anna Bishop, Amy Castles and Nellie Melba.

In 1961 the choir was reformed as a mixed voice 
group by Rev. Ernest Rayson, SSS. He was succeeded 
as Director in 1967 by Roger Heagney and in 1998 
by Tony Way. Orchestral Masses by Haydn, Mozart, 
Beethoven, Gounod, Fauré and many others remain 
an important aspect of the choir’s work. The choir has 
premiered works by many Australian composers and 
has undertaken two highly successful tours of Europe.

St Francis’ Church: www.stfrancismelbourne.org
St Francis’ Choir: www.stfrancischoir.org.au
e-mail: stfmusic@blessedsacrament.com.au

Fr Graeme Duro preaching on Easter Sunday



Become a Friend of the Choir. The Friends form a large 
and diverse group of people who give financial and 
practical support to the Choir.

As a member of the Friends, you will enjoy:

a quarterly newsletter

choir concerts 

a special Annual Friends’ Luncheon 

discounts when engaging the choir

invitations to attend the choir’s social activities 

and the company of some wonderful people.

For information  Ph. (03) 9663 2495 
   St Francis’ Church: www.stfrancismelbourne.org
   St Francis’ Choir: www.stfrancischoir.org.au
   e-mail: stfmusic@blessedsacrament.com.au 

To join or renew the Friends complete the form below and send to: 
   The Secretary
   St Francis’ Choir
   326 Lonsdale Street
   MELBOURNE VIC 3000

St Francis Choir
The Friends of

Membership and Donations to the The Friends of St Francis’ Choir Inc.    
Please tick ✓ the appropriate boxes.

Life Membership:               $500 

Annual Subscriptions: Individual $25  Family $50  Concession $15 

Tax Deductible Donations: $25 $50 $100 $500 Other $ _________ 

Payment Method:      Cheque   Money Order  Mastercard  Visa 

Credit Card Number   __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __      __  __  __  __

Name on card        Expiry date         /              

Signature       Date of Authorisation          /          /

Contact details:    Name

Address

      Phone:  Work    Home

E-mail


