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Director’s Report

Dear Friends,

Another year is rapidly drawing
to a close, and 2019 has been yet
another busy and memorable year
for St Francis’ Choir. Since our
last newsletter much has happened.
In August we celebrated the feast
of St Peter Julian Eymard with Haydn’s charming
St Nicolai Mass, and in October we sang Hassler’s
imposing Missa octo voci for the feast of St Francis.
More recently, we commemorated the choir’s
deceased members and benefactors with a moving
performance of Fauré’s well loved Requiem in early
November. At the end of last month, it was a pleasure
to welcome back former choristers to join with the
current choir in a stirring account of Haydn’s Nelson
Mass, followed by annual luncheon to thank our
friends and supporters.
On that occasion it was a particular pleasure to
congratulate John Byrne on fifty years of continuous

Fr Graeme Duro, SSS

St Francis’ Choir, the Friends of St Francis’ Choir
and St Francis’ Choir Foundation mourn the passing
of their great supporter, Fr Graeme Duro, SSS.
Graeme put his love of the choir into action by
assisting with the setting up of the St Francis’ Choir
Foundation in 2005, of which he was one of the
inaugural trustees.
His friendly manner, warm encouragement, wise
counsel and thoughtful kindness will be greatly
missed. May he rest in peace and may the choirs
of angels come to welcome him into the heavenly
Jerusalem.
Below: Fr Graeme Duro preaching on Easter Sunday

involvement in St Francis’ Choir. John has made
an enormous contribution to the choir over the last
half-century. Apart from singing in the tenors, John
has been the choir archivist, written a history of the
choir (Echoes of Home), been an active composer,
contributing many works to the choir repertoire, been
a choir committee member, and very importantly,
contributed much to the choir’s programming ethos,
advocating the return of orchestral Masses when they
were far from fashionable. We owe John a great debt
of gratitude for all of this and more. Thank you, John!
Two days before the Nelson Mass, present and former
choristers came together to sing at the funeral Mass
of Fr Graeme Duro, SSS. Graeme was an ardent
supporter of the choir and was instrumental in setting
up the St Francis’ Choir Foundation, of which he was
a founding trustee. He was also a thoughtful preacher
and an astute presider at the liturgy. In addition, he
was a kind and thoughtful friend to many. He will be
sadly missed.
Continued over…

While there is sadness at Graeme’s death, there is
also joy in congratulating Anthony Nguyen, SSS and
Ignatius Vu, SSS on their recent ordination to the
priesthood. We wish them well in their new ministry.
While new ministries are beginning, it was also
good to celebrate well established ones, as the choir
sang for the Mass celebrating the 50th ordination
anniversaries of Fr Jo Dirks, SSS and Fr Tony
McSweeney. Ad multos annos!

It was also a joy for the choir to celebrate and sing
at the wedding of our cantor, Kate Tyugay in late
September. We wish Kate and Simon every happiness
in their life together.
Christmas is fast approaching and we do hope that
you and your family and friends will be able to join
us during this festive time. Our annual carols service
will take place on Friday, 20 December at 7.00pm.

On Christmas Eve we will sing carols, as usual, from
11.00pm, preceding Mass at Midnight. If you are
planning to come on Christmas Eve, we do suggest
that you arrive early to secure a seat in the church.

With this year nearly over, we have much to look
forward to in 2020 as we celebrate the 175th
anniversary of St Francis’ Choir. We look forward to
sharing more details of these celebrations with you in
the new year.

In the meantime, the choir joins with me in thanking
you all for marvellous support of the choir over
another year, and wishing you and your loved ones all
the blessings of Christmas and a safe and happy new
year.
Tony Way, Director of Music

Congratulations to John Byrne
on fifty years of continuous
involvement in
St Francis’ Choir.

Kate and Simon’s wedding

In Brief
As another year draws to a
close it is an opportunity to
acknowledge and thank the
Choir for their untiring efforts
throughout the year. Under
the expert leadership of Tony,
supported by Anthony, they have lifted our spirits
and enhanced the Liturgy by the presentation of
wonderful Liturgical Music.
As Tony has pointed out in his report the Choir has
been particularly busy over the last month with their
involvement in three major Services. The first the
Funeral Service for our dear friend and much loved
Priest Father Graeme Duro SSS. Father Graeme
was a great supporter of the Choir who was always
willing to publicly praise their efforts. He is sadly
missed.

The second was the Ordination service for Father
Anthony SSS and Father Ignatius SSS where we
welcomed them into the Priesthood.
Finally, the celebration of the Nelson Mass with
returning choristers.
These three celebrations, epitomised for me the
value of such beautiful Choral music enhancing
and supporting us in times of great sorrow, joy and
friendship.
In thanking the Blessed Sacrament Community for
their ongoing support may I take this opportunity to
wish all members of the Community, all our Friends
and all Choristers a very Happy Christmas and a
joyous and healthy New Year. There is much to look
forward to in 2020.
Marilyn Jamieson

St Francis’ Choir.
A brief history.

own orchestra frequently combining with visiting opera
companies and welcoming such famous artists as
Anna Bishop, Amy Castles and Nellie Melba.

St Francis’ Choir gave its first performance on 23
October 1845 at the official opening of St Francis’
Church, the first Catholic church of the infant colony
and today, Melbourne’s oldest building. The erection
of the church, designed by Samuel Jackson, had been
an ecumenical project that took six years to complete.
St Francis’ became the cathedral of Melbourne in 1848
and remained so until the new St Patrick’s Cathedral
was ready in 1869.

In 1961 the choir was reformed as a mixed voice
group by Rev. Ernest Rayson, SSS. He was succeeded
as Director in 1967 by Roger Heagney and in 1998
by Tony Way. Orchestral Masses by Haydn, Mozart,
Beethoven, Gounod, Fauré and many others remain
an important aspect of the choir’s work. The choir has
premiered works by many Australian composers and
has undertaken two highly successful tours of Europe.

At the height of the Victorian era the choir was at the
forefront of musical excellence in Melbourne with its

St Francis’ Church: www.stfrancismelbourne.org
St Francis’ Choir: www.stfrancischoir.org.au
e-mail: stfmusic@blessedsacrament.com.au

The Friends of
St Francis Choir
Become a Friend of the Choir. The Friends form a large
and diverse group of people who give financial and
practical support to the Choir.
As a member of the Friends, you will enjoy:
a quarterly newsletter
choir concerts
a special Annual Friends’ Luncheon
discounts when engaging the choir
invitations to attend the choir’s social activities
and the company of some wonderful people.
For information
Ph. (03) 9663 2495
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Life Membership:

$500

Annual Subscriptions:

Individual $25

Tax Deductible Donations:
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Family $50
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